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El4trR.GEr\CY 3

TFIE HIGH .RISE

frn CrtunJ a

PER}.{J\NENT CAS'I:

DR" KELLY BRACKETT
DIXTE MC CALL
DR" JOE EARLY
JOHN GAGE
ROY DE SOTO
CAPTAIN STANLEY
FIREIVIAN CHET KELLY
},IREI"{.AN MARCO NQPEZ
ENGINEER }4TKE STOKER
DR. MIKE }{ORTON

VOICE*OVERS:

RECEPTIONIST
rIRE DEPARTMENT DISPATCHER

FRHHLANCE CAST

TWO BUILDING TENANTS
FIRST GUARD
CAPTAIN 36
SUPERINTENDENT
FIREMAN HOBBS
ELEVATOR PASSENGERS
F'IRST MAN
FIR.ST WOMAN
CHIEF SEVEN
THIRD MAN (INJIJRED)
SIMS (INJURED)
DIVISION ASSISTANT CHIEF ONE
CHUCK
SERGEANT
CAROI,
GEORGE LEAR
NURSE
GIRL
EVANS
TRADER
CHIEI'' ONE
EVELYN
VOICE*OVER:

EXTRAS I

BUILDING TENANTS AS
NEEDED (NUMEROUS)

FIREMEN 35 IS

SECOND MAN
SECOND WOMAN
INJURED WOMAN
THREE INJURED }.48N
MEN
20 AGTTATED MEN AND WOMEN

F'OURTH IVIAN

ADDITIONAL TNJURED MAN
FIREMEN ]-4 'S
SMOKE VICTIMS
NUMEROTIS FIREMEN AS NEEDED
ORDERLY
FIREMHN AND PARAMEDICS 2O'S
NU}4EROUS AMBULANCE DRIVERS

AND AT'TENDANTS
PARANIEDICS AS NEEDED
UNCONSCIOUS ELDERLY

WOMA.N

THREE }4AC TEAI4 MEMBERS
POLTCE AS NEEDED
FIRE CAPTAINS AS NEEDED
SPECTATORS AS NEEDED

L I\tAfl * DISPATL]I{ER
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THE HIGH RISE

--
SETS

TNTERIORS:

STAND]NG:

STATION 51
KITCHEN
APPARATUS FLOOR

RAMPART HOSP]TAL
NURSES, STATfON
BASE STAT]ON

PRACT]CAL:

SQIJAD 51
BRACKETT I S CAR
RESCUE A}IBULANCE

CASUAL:

HIGH RlSE BUTLDING LOBBY
E].,E\TATOR BANK

BUTLDING SERVICE AREA
ELEVATOF AND ELEVATOR SHAFT
THIRD FLOOR LOBBY
EOURTH FLOOR LOBBY
F]FTEENTH FLOOR HALLWAY
NORTH FJRE EXIT STAIRWELL
SIXTEENTH FLOOR

STA:RWELL AND DOOR
CORRI.]]OR
EI-EVATORS

SEVENTEENTH FLOOR
STAT RI,ITELL
LANDI NG
coltR-1. DOR

E]GT{TEEN'IH FLOOR
CORRIDOR
OFI'T.CES

NINETEENTH FLOOF
COR,R TDOR.

OFF'ICE
JEV/ELERIS OFFICE

TWENT:ETH FLOOR
STA TRWELL
LANTD TNG
CORR ] DOR
O,TF ICE

GARAGE ENTRANCE
GARAGE IWITH ELEVATOR BANKS)
FOT]RTEEN]TH F'I.OOR

ELE\/ATOF. BA\IKS
CORR ]. DOR
STAI RWELL

TWENTY*FIRST T'LOOR
CORRIDOR
STAiRWELL
LANDlNG

TWENTY-SECOND FLOOR
ELtrVATORS
LAN-D]NG
CORRIDOR #T
CORRTDOR #2

L
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EMERGENCY !

THE HIGH RISE

SETS

EXTERIORS:

STREET
HIGH' RiSE OFF]CE BUILDING
CITY STREETS
GAS STATION WITH PHONE BOOTH
RESCUE AMBULANCE TRAVELLING CITY STREETS
PLAZA PHONE BOOTH
PLAZA STREET
DIVISIONAL ASSISTANT CHfEF I S CAR
BATTALION CHIEFIS CAR
ROOF OF HIGH RISE
HELICOPTEJ).
HEL]COPTER LANDTNG S]TE

VEHICLES AND E UIPMENT:

DEFfNTTELY SHOWN:

DAC'S CAR
BCIS CAR
AMBULANCES (AT LEAST TWO)
HELTCOPTER
RESCUE AMBULANCE
CARS IN GARAGE

POSS]BLY SHOWN:

SQUADS
TWO TRUCK COMPANJES
F].VE ENGTNE COIqPANIES
OTHER FlRE EQUIP}4ENT
ADDIT I.ONAL AMBULANCES

L

L
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EMERGENCY !

)
THE HIGH RISE

TEASER

FADE IN

I INT. STATION F]FTY_ONE KITCHEN DAY

RoY DESoro, JOHN GAGE and cHET KELLy are seated at the table.
l,oPtrz is removing the i-ngredients for lunch from a brown
paper bag at a counter in the b.g. Ke11y i_s readj_ng a
section of the rest of the paper neatly pi-Ied secti.on by
section in front of him. Ke11y finishes the section, folds
it and drops it on the table. He stretches a little.

KELLY
WeII. . . .

Desoto prcks up the section and metj-culousry puts it on top of
the others, squaring it up. After a longish beat:

GAGE
A four-Ietter word for ' tedium' . . . ?

DESOTO
Du11.

GAGE
(shakes head)

Has to end in rEr.

DESOTO
tbeat )

How about some volleyball afrer
lunch. " . ?

Kelly shrugs: maybe.

DESOTO
(beat )

I don't mean rlght afte:: Iunch". " "

We hear che SCU TONES for the station. Then:

D]SPATCHERIS VOICE
ifiitered)

Squad Fifty-One.

DeSot.o and Gage immediately head for t.he appa::atus floor.
Durirrg thrs:

I

L
CONTINUED
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l_ CONTINI-JED
DISPATCHERIS VOICE

( flltered)
Man down at Jasmine and Formosa.

INT. STATION FIFTY-ONE APPARATUS FLOOR

as DeSoto and Gage prepare to respond.

DISPATCHERIS VOICE
( filtered)

The corner of Jasmine and Formosa.
Time out eleven-thirty-eight.

EXT. STATfON FIFTY-ONE DAY _ STOCK

as the Squad drrves out of the station and turns into the
street, lrghts and SIREN starting"

VAR]OUS ANGLES THE STREET STOCK

as the Squad hurries toward the location.

2

L
1

2

33

44

5

2

5 INT. SQUAD FTFTY-ONE DAY

GAGE
Think we'1I make .r.t this time?

DESOTO
OnIy eight bl-ocks to go"

DISPATCHERI S VC]CE
f beeP;
f i_ltered)

Squad I"ifty-One cancel and
acknowledge.

Gage is already reach:.ng for the mj.c::ophone; DeSoto turns
off the reds. They are d:i-sappcrnted.

GAGE
(i,nto ml-ke)

Squad Fifty-One"

DESOTO
Four in a row.

As DeSoto checks traffic, " . .

I

(_
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6

7

3

EXT. THE STREET - DAY

FEATURING the squad slowing and pulling over into the curb
Iane. As rt makes the next right turn....

INT. SQUAD FTFTY_ONE DAY

as DeSoto straightens from the turn and begins heading back
toward the station" There is a mcment of silence. Then:

DESOTO
What do you say? A lrttle volley-
ball- this afternoon -- ?

Gage shrugs: maybe.

DESOTO
The Captarn wants a dril1 at two

sor say, like around three?

GAGE
( shrugs )

I guess. If the rest of the guys
want to.

(beat)
rBorer -- thatrs it.

DeSoto glances at him, not immediately compr:ehending.

GAGE
Four letter word, ends in 'Er.

DeSoto nods. There is a longish pause.

DESOTO
Yeh -- what the heck? Let's get
up a game.

DISPATCHER I S VOICE (o " s. )
( f i l- t.er"ed )

Engine Thirty-Six, Stati-on Frfty-
One, Engrne Eighteen, Truck Four-
teen, Battalion Seven. Structure
fire at Four Hundred Greyma.r P1aza"

DeSoto is already check:-ng traffic to his left, reaching for
the lights.

6

7

L

(_
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8 EXT. THE STREET - DAY

FEATURING the squad as DeSoto pul1s into the number one lane,
lights and SIREN starting. Over this:

DISPATCHERI S VOlCE (o" s. )
( filtered)

Four'-zero-zero Greymar Plaza" The
cross is Forrest. Time out
e leven-forty-s ix.

GAGE'S VOICE (o. s. )
( fi ltered )

Squad Fifty-One.

The squad is picking up speed.

9 VARIOUS ANGLES STOCK

To CARRY the squad toward the locatj-on.

10 INT. SSUAD FIFTY-ONE DAY

DESOTO
If I remember this is that
hrgh-rise ;)

GAGE
(nods )

Twenty-two floors.

11 EXT. CITY STREETS - VARTOUS ANGLES DAY STOCK

As the squad hurrres through traffic.

72 INT. THE SSUAD DAY

As both DeSoto and Gage peer ahead. After a moment:

DESOTO
There it is.

EXT. BURNING HIGH-RTSE DAY POINT OF VIEW

It is a modern metal-and-glass office building, sti1l some
distance away" A plume of smcke not thick or hearzy is
rrsi.ng from t.he rcof area, probahly from, the air-conditl-oning
vent.

4

8

9

IO

11

l2

13 13
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L4 INT. THE SQUAD - DAY

GAGE
(rnto microphone)

L. A" Squad Fifty-One. There's
smoke visrble. Respond a second
alarm ass:.gnment to Four Hundred
Greymar.

DESOTO (f .9" ) DISPATCHERTS VOICE (o.s. )I was hoprng i-t might in (filtered)
the basement. Squad Fifty-One.

Gage shakes hrs head somberry as he replaces the micr:ophone.

15 EXT. CITY STREETS _ VARIOUS ANGLES DAY STOCK

TO CARRY the squad ro the locatlon.

16 EXT. BURNING HIGH-RISE DAY

as the squad approaches and stops. A number of people are
EXITING the bui.J-drng ln a hu-rry and some confusion. DeSoto
and Gage get out quickly, grab ther:: gear, run across to the
building and ENTER" We hear approaching SIRENS in the b.g.

L7 INT. BUILD]NG LOBBY - DAY

People are crossing the lobby hurrredly to ex:t; there is
considerable HUBBUB. The burlding alarm is RINGING. DeSoto
and Gage cross qurckly to the lcbby desk and the FIRST GUARD.
One or two people are around the desk, askrng questlons
ADLIB, trying to f lnd out what's go:i-ng on. DeSotc and Gage
push past thern"

DESOTO
What fl-oor's it on?

F]RST GUARD
Beats me. ivlaybe somebody ir"tst
pu.tr-Ied the al-ar.m ---

DESOTO
It's for r'ea1.

DeSoto and Gage are already turnrng away.

ANOTHER ANGLE

Gage heads toward the ellevatcr bank and the people who are
coming off the etrevators into the lobby. DeSoto continues
on past hrm and ENTERS an ad;oining doorway. During this:

GAGE
Anybodli see any frre ;'

L4

15

16

t7

18 1B

L

I
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19 EXT. BURNII{G HIGH-RISE DAY

As engine Thrrty-Srx app"roaches and stops" cAprArlJ THTRTY-
sfX and the FTREI4EN dismount quickry, load themselrzes with
packs and other approprrate equlpment and hurry toward the
buildrng 

"

20 ]NT.SERVICE AREA _ DAY

As DeSoto 1c:.ns the SUPERII.ITEI\IDENT in examin:_ng the
annunc.iator and smoke rndrcator panels The annunciator
shows alarms on the seventeenth, erqhteenth and twentieth
floor; the smoke rndicator shows the seventh, erghteenth,
nineteenth, twentteth and twenty-first floors.

DE SOTO
Did ycu see anythinE?

SUPERINTENDENT
(shakes head)

"I was downstairs.

As DeSoto and the Superrntendent turn away

BUILDI}JG LOBBY

As Captain Thrrty-Srx and hrs men cross the tobby. As they
90, to HOBBS, a frreman:

CAPTAIN THIRTY-S1X
Get control of the elel'ators.
Sta rt ' em doinrn .

6

2L

19

20

2t

Hobbs,
bank "

whc already has the k"y, hu-r-r:es toward the elevator
Gage hurr les to Captarn Thrrty-Srx.

f'
\-

GAGE
i've talked to pecple from twelve
and fourteen" Nct even smoke,

DeSoto, tcllowed by the Su.oerrntendent, qurckiy ENTERS THE
SHOT- The Supe-rintendent goes r*c the desk, DeScto, to
Captarn Th:-rty-Srx

CAPTAIN THIRTY_SIX
Do you know what flcor rL's on?

DE SOTC
{ shakes head r

The. arrnuncrato.r's got aiarm.s cn
the seventeenth, e.rghteenth and
twentieth " The smoke indicator's
sh*iving ser.,enteen t}:rcugh twenty-
one.

CO}JTINUED

(_
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21 CONTINUED

Flobbs calls over from the elevator bank:

HOBBS
We've got the elevators!

22 ANCTHER A}JGLE

FEATUB.ING Stanley as he and Lopez hurry across from the
entrance" They cross to Captain Thirty-Six.

STANLEY
Werre charginE the north stand-
pipes " What floor's it on?

CAPTAIIJ THIRTY-SIX
There are alarms on three floors.
Seventeen's the lowest. Take
the rest of your guys and survey
from the north srde.

DeSoto turns away toward the desk.

;lJ LOBBY DESK

As DeSoto hurries over, pushing past people to the desk"
The First Guard is on the phone. The Superintendent has
the building directory and is dialing a four digit number'.

7

1'lZ-L

22

)1

FIRST
( into phone)

No, sir. This is not

GUARD

a dril-I

As the

(cutting
on him.

SUPERTNTENDENT
in)

Hang up

First Guard complies:

DE SOTO
f need the keys to the north
stairwell doors.

Holding the phone with one hand, the Superintendent pu1ls
open a drawer in the desk and takes out a tagged key.
During this:

SUPERINTENDENT
(to I'irst Guard)

Ca1l a tenant somebody seventeen
or eighteen.

CONT]NUED

L
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23 CONTINUED

DeSoto takes the
running a finger
FADING:

There are AD LIB
DeSoto runs INTO

key and turns away as the First Guard begins
down the building directory. DurJ-ng this

8

SUPERINTENDENT
(into phone)

This is the Superintendent. Do
you have a fire up there ?

24 ANOTHER ANGLE ELEVATOR BA}JK

Hobbs and the other Firemen from Thirty-Six's are gone.
An elevator is emptying the last of its passengers, several
of whom are red-eyed and tearing from smoke.

Did you
STANLEY

see any flames?

negatives from
THE SHOT.

the departing passenglers.

GAGE
Is anybody hurt up there?

23

24

25

Again, AD LIB negatives from the last of the
Stanley and the others ENTER the elevator.

25 INT THE ELEVATOR

As Stanley pushes the button for the
doors c1ose. The elevator starts up

passengers.

fourth floor and the

STANLEY
The building's got about eightY
percent occupancy.

DE SOTO
Another few minutes everybodY's
been out to lunch.

The elevator stops at the fourth floor and the doors open.
Stanley immediately pushes the "doors cIose" button and they
close again. He then pushes the button for the third floor.
During this:

Let's just
control

STANLEY
make sure wetve got

CONTINUED

(_

\_
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25 CONTINUED

The elevator starts down and stops at the third floor. Again
the doors open; again, Stanley immediately pushes "doors
close" and then the button for the fifteenth floor. The
elevator starts uP again.

STA}ILEY
Real good.

(bear)
According to the pre-pIan, w€
try Lo keep the south stairwell
for evacuation.

DeSoto
pause.

LOPEZ
Right.

hands the stairwell key to Stanley. There is a longish

GAGE
Taki"ng long enough

DE SOTO

Beats walking up.

The elevator stops at the fifteenth floor and the doors
open. Stanley and the others EXIT quickly.

9

25

2626 ELEVATOR BANK FIFTEENTH F'LOOR

FIRST MAN
Hererre some more of them!

I told you!
smoke !

FIRST WOMAN
I told you I I smell

This starts a general, hurried movement toward the elevators.

STANLEY
Hold it! You're going to have
to walk down !

The First Woman lets out a SQUEAL of panic.

People are stlrring about in
into the elevator bank. The
from Fifty-One's.

FIRST WOMAN
Fire ! Fire ! Letrs

Led by the First Woman, a number of the
back into the corrj-dor. DeSoto and Gagre
to the First Woman and grab her. During

the ha11way. Some are hurrying
FIRST MAN points at the men

FIRST MAIJ
get outa here

people begin to run
push their way
this:

CONTINUED

L

L



gm #4281L 10

26 CONTINUED

Right there !
STANLEY

HoId it!

27 CLOSER ANGLE PARAMEDICS AND FIRST WOMAN

DE SoTo (f.9. )

Come on -- come on.
down.

GAGE (f.9. )

You two. Take her out the
fire exit at that end of the
hall. Keep her quiet.

STANLEY (b. g. )

Take it easy! There's
plenty of time !

DE soTo (b. g. )

That's it. You're going
to be okay.

Settle

26

27

28

29

The First Woman begins to calm down.

28 WIDER ANGLE

DeSoto motions with his head to Stanley who turns to hurry
down the corridor. Gage points to the SECOND WOMAI.I and the
SECOND I,IAN who are nearby.

The Second Man and the Second Woman begin to escort the
First Woman down the haIl. Gage and DeSoto turn to follow
Stanley. As they go:

DE SOTO
Follow them. Take your time
but keep-,rmoving.

GAGE
(over above)

29 NORTH FfRE EXIT

FEATURING Stanley as he slams open the door and, followed by
f,ollowed by Lopez, runs onto the stairs and starts up.
After a moment, DeSoto and Gage run INTO THE SHOT and start
up a1so. Two or three people pass them, heading down the
stairs.

SATIRWELL DOOR - SIXTEENTH FLOOR

Stanley and the others approach. To the people EXITING the
door onto the stairwell:

STANLEY
Right on down. Take Your time.

Stanley and the others ENTER past the exiting occupants.

30 30

L
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31 SIXTEENTH FLOOR CORRIDOR

FEATURING Stanley as the Firemen separate, quickly searching
for the fire. During this:

CAPTAIN THIRTY-SIX
( filtered)

Battalion Seven, Engine Thirty-
six -- we have an injury j-n the
lobby

(o. s. )

32 ANOTHER ANGLE DE SOTO AND GAGE

As they hurry along the corridors. There j-s no indication
of fire. During this:

CAPTAIN THIRTY-SIX
(filtered; continuing)

smoke inhalation. Probably
from the nineteenth floor.

(o. s. )

CHIEF SEVEN (o.s.1
( filtered)

Engine Thirty-Six.

33 ANOTHER ANGLE ELEVATOR BANK

I'EATURING Stanley as he approaches the elevator bank along
a corrj-dor. On the opposite side of the elevator bank,
Hobbs appears and cal1s through the bank:

HOBBS
Fifty-One nothing on this side.

Stanley turns away.

34 ANOTHER ANGLE CORRIDOR

FEATURfNG DeSoto and Gage as they appear down at the far end
of the corridor. Stanley gestures to them and ca11s:

STANLEY
Next floor. ". !

VARIOUS ANGLES

As Stanley, the paramedics and Lopez hurry back to the
north fire exit.

31

32

33

34

35 35

{
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36 NORTH STAIRWELL

As Stanley and the others hurry up
seventeenth floor and approach the

the stairs to the
door.

36

3737 CLOSER ANGLE THE DOOR

This door is closed. stanley puts the ke-y into the lock and
then has trouble turning it because there is a great deal of
pressure on the opposite side, pushing against the bolt.
From o.s., MUFFLED, we hear a number of VOICES raised in
panic. After a moment, Stanley manages to turn the key and
the door, released, practically flies open. Two men, bleed-
irg, thej-r clothes torn, fa11 out of the doorway, practically
knocking Stanley and DeSoto down. A woman swings out with
the door. She is unconscious and bleeding. Her arms are
jammed behind the latch bar, which probably kept the door
from opening. A man, unconscious and trampled, lies on the
floor at the threshold. Smoke billows out: the corridor
inside is fuIl of it. And dimly seen through the smoke j-s
a cluster of yelling, coughj-ng panicky people, still
struggling to get out.

GAGE
Oh, my God....

FADE OUT

END OF TEASER

I
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13

ACT ONE

FADE IN

INT. SEVENTEENTH FLOOR STAIRWELL LANDING DAY

The act j-on is almost continuous. Several l.{EN plunge out of
the doorway and dash down the stairs, quite heedless of any-
body in their way or underfoot. DeSoto and Gage do their best
to protect the Unconscious Woman still dangling limply from
the door. During the rush, two injured MEN are shoved out of
the door and faII on the landing. During this, the Firemen
and Paramedics all yell adlib to stop it, settle down, take
it easy, slow down, etc. Stan1ey, followed by Lopez, pushes
into the doorway.

Hold it !
you I

STANLEY
Hold itl A11 of

DeSoto and Gage set about extricating the Unconscious Woman
from the door.

3B

39

Easy
broken.

DE SOTO (f.9,)
easy. This arm's

STANLEY (f.9. )

Stay put until we clear
the door!

on
You

39 AliorHER ANGLq - STANLEY

He is face to face with at least twenty agitated, COUGHING
men and women. The limits of the group are lost in the
smoke clogging the corridor. He motions them backwards.

STANLEY
Back up! Loosen up! Get
the floor if you have to.
breathe easier....

HOBBS (o. s. ;
(up; over above)

Csrfte on ! Down this way !

There's no smoke ! Use the
other exit!

STANLEY
(up; over above)

Thirty-Six's ?

Yeh.

Coming

HOBBS (o. s. 1

(rp)

(beat)
through. Lemme through. . . .

CONTINUED

L
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STz\}JLEY
burn-i-ng un here?

,',] r lOiiT l-l lil:lD

Anythino

10

40

Hobbs, wearinq
Stanley.

an air mask, oushes through the crovrd toward

HOBBS
lilo

Tn the b.cr., olher firemen from Thirty-Six's are
AD LIB to urgie the rearmost members of the crowd
sorith exit; the crowd is beginninq to thin.

continuing
to use the

/i0 A}.JOTHER ANGLE SEVENTEENTH F'LOOR STAIRI^]ELL

as Desoto and Gage carefully orace the unconscious woman
on the landing out of the way. Lopez and stanley then heln
them r,vit.h the unconscious man and the other two injr-:rred men"
Then, Stanley beckons to the peor:Ie stiIl clustered near
the doorway.

A11 right,
at a time.

STANLEY
the rest of you

THIRD MAN
In case anybody's told you
next floor's on fire "

one

the

CHIEtr SEVEtd (o"s")
( filtered )

Engine Fifty-One 
"

over to

DeSoto and Gage begin to examine the injured as peor:1e
stream out of the doorway and down the stairs " The ltHrliD
I4AN stumbles down from the froor ahove, clutching his arm.
He is unnaturally ca1m.

STANLEY
(into radio)

Battalion Seven Engine I'ifty-
One. f have a r:eport of f ire on
the eighteenth fIoor.

Stanley qestures to Lopez, turning to mount the stairs "

STANLEY
(f "g' )

Lopez

Lopez
Gage,

hurrj-es after Stan1ey. The Third Man stens
who is examining the unccnscious woman.

CONTI}JUED

(,_

L

L
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40 CONTTNUED

THTRD MAN
(f "s')Hey can you do something

for my wrist?

GAGE
(f 's")Are you hurt any place

else?

CHIEF SEVEN (o " s ,, )
(filtered )

Battalion Seven. I want
five engine and two truck
companies to Four Hundred
Greymar. Request traf f j"c
control.

DISPATCHER (o.s")
( filtered )

Batt.alion Seven "

40

i14L

No"

THIRD MAN
(f .s.)
I think it's broken.

A1
II

GAGE
Are you dizzy? Wobb1y ?

THIRD MAN
No.

Gage points to the FOUR.TH MAN who l-s passing.

GAGE
Sir. Help this man. Get hrm
down to the lobby"

The Fourth Man complies.

CLOSER ANGLE

FEATURING DeSoto and Gage. DeSoto turns from examinj-ng one
of the Men, who is holdtng his head, bleeding flom a scalpr
l-aceration "

DE SOTO
(to man)

Just sit tight for a mlnute,
(to Gage)

How bad r-s she?

GAGE
Looks like a skull fracture "

DE SOTO
Okay letrs take her frrst and
then him"

DeSoto giestures toward the unconscaous man, crossing t-oward
the unconscious woman as Gage turns t"o the bio-com.

WIDER ANGLE

Hobbs thrusts his head out of the doorway.

+Z

CONT]NUED

+z
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42 CONTINUED

There I s
here.

HOBBS
two more on the floor: in

DE SOTO
How bad? Can you manage for a
couple minutes?

HOBBS
(nods )

We'11 bring them out.

DeSoto picks up his handie-talkie" Hobbs withdraws.

DE SOTO
(into radio)

Battalion Seven, Squad FiftY-One.
We've got seven l-njured on the
north starrwell, seventeenth floor.
We need another squad and Stokes
lit.ters.

CHIEF SEVEN (o.s.)
( filtered)

Squad Fifty-One.

4,3 ETGHTEENTH FLOOR CORRIDOR

FEATURTNG stanl-ey and Lopez as their hurry dowrr the corri'dor'
; t is choked with smoke; both wear air masks.

44 ANOTHER ANGLE

42

43

44

i.s r f or the f irst time,
portion of the corrldor
inrrolved "

they actually
ahead and the

see t.he f i. re " A
ad3aeent. of f :.ces are

STANLEY
(rnto radio)

Battal-ion Seven, Engrne Fifty-One.
I've located a heavy fire on the
eighteenth fl-oor. The riortheast
corner.

Before
ahead,

CHIEF
( filtered)

Fif ty-One, Battal j-on
a holding action"

StanJ-ey can acknowledge,
YELLXNG, his clothing on

SEVEN (o.s")

Sel.en " Start

SIMS
f i-re

runs out of t.he flames
from head to foot.

CONTINUED

t
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e4 CONTINUED

Lc;pez and Stanley run forward, grab him and throw him to
che floor to begin smothering the flames. As Stanley turns
his exurnguisher on

45 SEV]]NTEENTH FLOOR STAIRWELL

FEATLIRING Gage on the Bio-Comm" DeSoto is taking the
Unconscious Woman' s vitals. Hobbs j-s putting hj-s air mask
on an addrtional J-nlured man, presumably brought from the
floon inside. Stoker, followed by Fir:emen from Truck
Fcurteen, hurries INTO THE SHOT, up the stairs. During this:

44

45

46

*cr-oker and the others contlnue on up the starrwell.

r"i i:r iNT. RAMPART BASE

GAGE (f.9. )
(rnto r:adio)

Rampart Emergency
rs Squad Frfty-One"
do you read me?

F'EATURING DIXIE MC

speaker.

thi s
How

DE SOTO
(*P )

Next floor up --!

STATION _ DAY

CALL as she crosses to the base station

DIXIE
speaker )

tr read you l-oud and
(rnto

Fi fty-One
cIear.

GAGE ro. s" )

(f i lter:ed )

Rampart -- we have a high-r-r-se
f i-re" We ha'.re seven 'r-let.L.ms"

D;-xie Lurns to beckon o"s. After a moment, DOCTOR JOE EARI,Y
hurrr-es INTO THE SHOT. Durrng thts:

GAGE (o.s. )

( frlteredi
There was a pile-up at an exit.
Two of them are unconsclous"

Ear J-y turns
notes "

to the speaker from a qutck glance at Dixie's

EARLY
(rnto speaker)

Are you handling all seven?

CONTINUED
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GAGE
( fi ltered)

Af f -i-rmative. We've
another squad.

EARLY
(to Dixie)

Get Mike Morton.
(into speaker)

Grve rne the most urgent

(o. s. )

asked for

one first"

GAGE
( filtered)

Number one's a
thi-rty

(o"s" )

female, about

46

4747 JNT" ETGHTEENTH FLOOR CORR]DOR DAY

q;h*r::e Lopez now has hrs turnout coat flung over Sims, who is
c:ry:ng to gel- up. Lopez restrarns him. Stanley l-s on the
rad."i-er" A11 Lhree are on the floor, under most of the smoke"
ln t.he b"9., Stoker and Truck Fourteen's are hurrying down
th+ uorrj-dor, advancing a line"

DTXIE
(into wa11
speaker: )

Doctor Morton to the
hase scation.

STANLEY
(:-nto radio)

Battairon Seven, Engrne
Fifty-One. We have a
b:dJ-y burned cj-vj-l-:-an up
her-e" I'm short of n:ren.
Tr uck !'ourreen' s advan.-
cj.ng a line.

SIMS
I can waik okay "

LOPEZ
Dcr: 't try to move.

48 T.HE ],OBBY

wher:e Fl*remen are earryi-ng two rnen hadly affected by smoke
inha-l-a-tlcn away from the elevatci's" Two other smoke rr:ct'.'l-.rns
are lyeng on the Lobby fIoor, dteended by I'iremen" Captai"n
Thirty*Slx crosses to check the new victims as the Frremen
iay them on the flcor and begln to attend them. trn the b.g",
t-he Eirst Guard is shepherding stray civilrans out of the
iobby, amongi them CHUCK, a man in his late twentj-es, wearing
a buslness suit-. Over this:

CIILEF SEVEN (o. s " )
(f :- Itered)

Al-"1 right, Fif ty-One. Truck
Fourteen, start a holding action.

4B

L
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r'1 |ii,)THlbj ll j\t'iGLI:l

f'llATUF.-l-i{G Chuck, who 1s distinctiy rel uc'tant to l.e.r-,,e"

F'IRST GU/IRD
You ' 11 have to go or:t s i de "

CI{UCK
iim supposed to meet my ltri.fe he.re"

ITIRST CU7\,RD
Not today.

lhuck allows hj-mself to be shepherded out the door"

5fi Ai\iOTIiER AIIGLE

,49 49

F'EATI[-IRiNG CapLai-n Thirt-y*Six as he waits,
ir,r t.he f.::equericy to cfear" Durj-ng t.his:

50

handie-talkie poised,

CHIEF SEVEN (r: " s. )
( filtered )

Engine Fifty-One go up t.o t"he
nineteenth f1oo:: and check for:'ve'r:ticaI expans ton.,

STANLEY (o.s. )
( filtered)

Engine Fifty-One"

CAPTAIN THIRTY-SfX
(into radio)

Battalj-on Seven, Engj-ne Thirty-Six"
I've got four had smoke inhalations
here in the lohby"

EXT. THE BUILDING DAY 51

as Chuck stands for a moment uncerLainS-y just outside the door"
He gJ-ances at his watch. As he turns away

52 A.i',]OTIIiIR l:\}iG],1] CI{IEF'i S SEDAN 52.

C}I].EF SE\/EN
(int.,r mike )

Battalion Se:;en,, Cal-i the Med:Lca1
Aiert Cent,er" ![e har.'e t"en*p1us
inlur:Ies ar Eour Hundred Greymar,
We need a triage t;eam . i al-so wa.rit

51

(]CINT]NUED

L



ht) #428r"1

r ,.)
-.r L CONTINUED

Dr.lring t.he
the Chief"

SERGEANT (f"9. )

How much area do ycu want?

LOPtrZ
Rcy! We've got a man badly
burned up he::e I

DE SOTO
In that box -- the sterile
=l'r aa{- c

Lopez descends to
T \/

2A

CHfEF SEVEN (Cont'dl
the following: six ambulances,
two additional squads, a heliccpter
for possible roof evacua.tion and spare
air botti-es "

above, a polj-ce car has approachecl and stcpped" by
A SERGEANT leans ou.t.

52

)-)

CHIEF SEVEN
Give us two blocks each way"

SERGEANT
(nods )

It's a bad one

DISPATCHER {o.s"j
( fi ltered )

Battalicn Seven"

EARLY (o.s")
( filtered)

Start an I.V" with D5W"

GAGE
(into radicr

Ten-four f "V" rcit"h

?

CH]EF SEVEN
When it' s two hundred f eet strai-ght
up that's the only kind.

tr2 INT. SEVENTEENTH FLOOR STAIRTIELL DAY

A stream of FIREMEN head up the stairs, carrying hcse packs
and other gear. In the midst of thts, DeSct-o and Gage are
working on the injured. DeSoto is quickly fin5-shing splJ-nt:-r:q
the Unconscicus Woman's broken arm; an I"V" is i.n her other
arm, the bag under her body" Gage is on the Bio*Ccm alongsid+
the tinconsclous l4an " Lopez calls dorcn f rom t"he, sta j ::'s ahor:e -

D5I^I"

get the sheets. Gage sets to work on the

I'11_ be up as

As Lclpez turns to hurry

DE SOTO
soon as I can.

up the stairs with the sheets:

CONTINUED
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53 CONTINUED
EARLY (o.s.)

( filtered)
Fifty-One is patient two
cyanotic?

GAGE
(into radio)

Negat j-ve, Rampart.

54 INT. RAMPART BASE STATION _ DAY

FEATURING Early at the speaker with DOCTOR I,IIKE MORTON and
Dixie standing by"

EARLY
(into speaker)

I think his left lung's collapsed
and I suspect j-nternal bleeding.
How soon can you transport?

A phone RINGS. Dixie picks up a red wa1l phone.

53

54

DIXIE
(j-nto phone)

Rampart General.

DIXIE
This may be the same
pIace, doctor.

GAGE (o. s. )
( filtered)

f don't know, Rampart. We're
on the seventeenth f1oor.
We requested litters a couple
minutes ago.

GAGE (o. s. )

( filtered)
Standby a moment, Rampart.

Dixie pulls over a pink form pad and begins to quickly jot
down incoming information. During this:

MORTON
IL could be a half hour before
we get him in here.

Early nods somberly.

EARLY
(into speaker)

Patient two's very urgent. Let
me know when you can transport.
If yourre ready, 1et's go to
patient three.

CONTINUED
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54

22

to read the address on the form, then turns to
Dj-xie continues noting inf ormation.

CONTINUED

Ear1y cranes
the speaker.

They n ve
They've

Okay get

Dixie and Morton turn

EARLY
(into speaker)

Fifty-One are you at Four
Hundred Greymar Plaza?

GAGE (o.s.)
( filtered)

Affirmative.

EARLY
(into speaker)

The Medical- Al-ert Center just. told
us to send a triage team" Standby.

MORTON
Dix and I can take off right away.

EARLY
Do you have any patients here I
need to be fitl-ed in on?

MORTON
NO

DIXIE
(intc Phone)

Ten-four. Wer 11 i-nven-
tory our emergency
capabil:-ty and cali back"

Dixj-e hangs up and turrns to Early.

EARLY
I'11 have McKinley from
Orthopedics follow you right
up with a couple good P.A.'s.

54

55

DIXIE
already got over ten.
called ambulances "

EARLY
goi-ng.

away.

55 ANOTHER ANGLE NURSES' STATION

Morton beckons to a passing orderly
ielephone, at the nurses' station.
nurse at the counter.

as Dixie heads to the
She calls to Carol, a

CONTINUED

L
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55 CONTINUED

23

55

MORTON
gurney. Over here.

hree boxes of I.V"s.

Carol crosses Dixie.

Cal1 the ramp,
R.A.'s for the

Dixie dials ten
make her caIl.

Carol....

DIXIE
Have them hold two

triage team.

DIXIE
ta
dr

Ge
An

digits as Carol crosses to another phone to

DIXIE
(into phone)

This is Rampart Emergency. page
number one-six-two. Tel1 him to
call in. trtrs urgent.

Carol turns to Dixie as she hangs up.

DIX]E
Inventory how many we
-- major and minor
Medical Alert.

can
and

handle
advise

Morton and orderly begin loading the gurney.

56 INT. NURSESI STATION

where the Orderly is loading a gurney with the teamrs four
boxes and a HEAR radio. It already contains three cartons
of I.V.s. Mort.on is pulling on a pair of blue coveralls.
The door to the base station is open.

EARLY
(into speaker)

Move them all down as soon as you
can Fifty-one. Stay in contact

particularly on patients one
and two until you turn them
over to the triage team.

Morton begins rummaging in the box of coveralls.
IUORTON (f . g. ) CAGE' S VOICE

What do you take? (filtered)
Ten-four, Rampart"

56

CONTINUED
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56 COi\]TIi\]UED
DIXIE

l{edium and 1ong. And we' l.L need
one for Brackett.

(.'7 trXT" CITY STREET _ DAY

EtrATLlRIl{c BRACKETT'S car driving through traf f ic.

]NT. BRACKETTIS CAR _ DAY

After a moment, his arr page BUZZES " Already looking ahead
for a pay phone, Brackett reaches to his belt and turns it
off.

5v EXT. CITY STREET - DAY

FEATURING Brackett's car as it turns into a fillinq station
and parks near a phone booth. Brackett gets out and crosses
to the booth.

60 CLOSER ANGLE PHONE BOOTH

Brackett inserts a ccrn and dia1s.

56

(?

58

59

60

BRACKETT
(into phone)

This is Doctor Brackett.
paged me?

(beat )

Rlght.. Thanks .

r{ho

Brackett hangs up. He rmmediately inserts another coln and
dials again.

BRACKETT
(rnto phone;
beat )

Extensron three-one-one-two.
(beat )

This is Brackett" VJhatrs up?
(beat )

I'm only a few minutes away.
I'11 meet you there"

(bear )

i'Iy coveralls, Dix -- be sure
thelr' ::e large and long "

Brack-ett hangs up and exlts the booth"

f
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61 EXT. FILLING STATION DAY

as Brackett runs to hj-s car, gets in and drives out of the
station.

62 CITY STREET

FEATURING Brackett's car as he picks up speed, moving toward
the fire as fast as the law allows.

INT. SEVENTEENTH FLOOR STAIRWELL DAY

FEATURING Squad Twenty and Firemen from Engine Twenty as
they hurry up the stairs to the J-anding. The Firemen
carry Stokes litters. As they approach:

DE SOTO
Squad Twenty there's a bad burn
case one floor up.

The paramedics from Squad Twenty cross the landing to go on
up to the next fIoor. As they go:

DE SOTO
Rampart's sending a triage team ---

The Firemen pause on the landing with their litters. Gage
indicates the Unconscious Man and Unconscious Woman.

GAGE
We'11 move these two first.

EIGHTEENTH FLOOR CORRIDOR

FEATURiNG Lopez and Sims, who is now wrapped in sterile
sheets. The paramedics from Squad Twenty run INTO THE S}IOT
and stop to begin exami-ning Sims. Farther down the corrj-dov',
in the b.9., Firemen are fiqhting the fire.

65 ANOTHER ANGLE

6L

63

64

b.1

64

62

e c:_

FEATIJRING the Fj-remen spra
corridor and adjoining off

ying water on the flames in the
ices.

66 NINETEENTI] FLOOR CORRIDOR

FEATURII\IG Stanley as he addresses himself to his handie-
talkie. There is only a small amount of smoke in the
corridor.

COI{TINUED
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65 CONTINUED

rll ANOTHER ANGLE CORRlDOR

26

STANLEY
(into radio)

Battalion seven, Engine Fifty-One.
There I s no siqn of vertical
expansion on nineteen. Ir,Ie're
starting to search and evacuate.

CHIEF SEVEN (o. s. ;
( filtered)

Fif Ly-One, cover the north si-de.
Seventy-two's got the south.

( filtered )

We've got a helicopter cominq.
You can evacuate to the roof.

STANLEY
(into radio)

Engine Fifty-One.

66

67

i-(

FEATURING Lopez
and thrusts his

t'r- re
here?

A beat. There
crosses to the
the door.

as he shoves
head in.

open the door to the Men's Room

LOPEZ
("P)

Department. Anybody in

j-s no answer. Lopez turns away and quickly
adjoining Ladies' Room. Again he shoves open

LOPEZ
(up )

Fire Department. Anybodlz here ?

58 ANOTTiER ANGLE

FtrATURING Stanley
in the corridor.

as he hurries to a
Stanley BANGS hard

STANLEY
(up )

in there ?

closed office door
on the door.

Anybody

CONTTNUED

\_
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6B CONTINUED

69 ANOTHER ANGLE

This door is partially ajar. As Stanley oDens it:

STANLEY
(up)

Anybody there ?

Stanley steps inside.

7A THE OFFICE

rt appears to be empty. stanley grances around quickly.

STANLEY
(rp)

Anybody here ?

Stanley is about to leave when he hears the sound of a chairR.OLLrNG. He turns in the direction of the noise.

7L ANOTHER ANGLE STANLEY]S POINT OF VIEW

Near the f ar wall- of the of f ice, a chair is movi.no srowly
backwards from one of the desks. stanley crosses quicklytoward it.

STANLEY
Hey therel Come on out!

OU

Stanley tries the door. It is 1ocked.
o.s" Stanley puts an ear to the door.

We hear a phone RINGING

STANLEY
(rp)

Anybody in there? Fire
Department

Again we hear the phone R]NG faintly o.s. stanley moves offquickly to the next office door

59

70

'7 -l

GEORGE LEAR straightens up from the knee-hole of the desk"He is in his mid-thirties, rather snappily dressed, dapper.Stanley, who is in a hurry, beckons to-him.

GEORGE
I thought Ird be okay here.. . .

CONTINUED
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7L CONTINUED

72 ANOTHER ANGLE

as they cross toward the exit. During this:

GEORGE
I mean, there's no smoke or
anything....

STANELY
(over above)

Anybody else still in here?

GEORGE
They all took off.

73 INT. THE CORRIDOR

George locks the door and closes it. Stanlelr crosses the
haII, pointing down to the far end.

STANLEY
Take the fire exit at the end
of the haII. Go up to the roof.

George nods and heads down the haI1 as indlcated.

74 ANOTHER ANGLE JEWELER'S DOOR

The door is closed; the lettering reads "Hoffman and Son,
Manufacturing Jewelers. " Stanley knocks on the door and
tries it.

STANLEY
(rp)

Anybody there...?
The door is unlocked; Stanley enters.

INT. JEWELERIS RECEPTION

This is a fairly small room, containincl two or three modest
counter displays of jewelry.

7L
STANLEY

(right over)
We're evacuating the floor.

Stanley briskly turns and leads the way back across the office.

72

73

t4

75

CONTINUED

75
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75 CONTINUED
STANLEY

He1lo! Anybody....

76 ANOTHER ANGLE . CORRIDOR

FEATURTNG George as he glances over his shoulder. Thecorridor behind him is now emoty. He turns into anothercorridor.

77 ANOTHEII ANGLE

78 ANOTHER ANGLE JEWELER'S DOOR

75

76

FEATURTNG Geroge as he crosses, quickly to the Men's Room andwith a 1ast, quibk glance around, enteis.

77

,o

as Stanley exits, closing the door.next door and knocks on it:
As he crosses to the

FADE OUT

END OF ACT ONE

L

L
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FADE IN

]NT, ETGHTEENTH FLCOR CORRIDOF

wllere FIREMEN are continu.l_ng to fight the f iL:e, 6.;L;::inqstreams of water on the fLames. Alt things cons:.deie<l .bhe:-*
are not a great many Flremen; the.r:e is not ro*m i-:,T r:.;ir;ac
they regul-re a tremendous amount of support "

8O EIGHTEENTH FI-OOR STA]RWEIL LANDiNG

stoker and Squa"d Twenty are on the steps a shor:t drstance
below, taking Sims down on a Stokes.

SEVENTEENTH FLOOR STA]RWELL

where Firemen are roadrng the rast of the least serious_iiinjured vrctrms of the dooruay prie-up into a stokes. wateris spilling out of the doorway; f:-remen are pJ-acrng a salv*_q6cover across the threshold tc r--ry to contain i_t. The stair-
i,sel-l has two l:.nes of traff ic: f r-rem€n br:inging up salrrage
covetrs, a-r bottles and oLher equ*IlmeriL; stokes lrtters wi_t-hinjured being carr:_ed clc,wn"

B2 SJ,XTEENTH FLOOR CORR1DOR

FEATURfNG DE soro and GAGE a.s thgy eross from ttre fire exit.Assisted by firemen from Twenty's, they are carrying the
unconscious Man and woman on stokes LttLers. The corridor
is a scene of orderly confusion; spare air bottres raid. outready, ropes, ladders, etc. agallnst t"he walIs, As DeSoto
and Gage turn tnto the corni.dor., they meet f j-remen fr:om
trying to move out onto the stairweLl- on the double"

DE SOTO
Coming through". " i

They cross as qr-15-ck1-y as possS-b1e to the elevator bank.

83 SiXTEENTH FLOOR EIEVATOR BANK

There is no el-evator immedrateJ-y avalLabre at the floor"
cHrEF oNE is near the elevator bank, d5-recting the flow of
men and equipment" The firemen put down the stokes lit,ters"
DeSoto and Gage quickly re-check t.he two vict j-ms. Then:

DE SOTO
John....

80

6I

82

79

R?

CONT] Ni.'IED
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CONTTNUED

Gage quickly looks over toward the unconscious man who is
becoming cyanotrc.

GAGE
Yeah.

Gage turns to open the Bio-Comm.

DE SOTO
(rp j

Ch;i-ef ...1
(beat )

Chref! Where do we take them?

CHIEF ONE
I don't know. Theyrll have to
tel1 you in the lobby.

An elevator stops and frremen exit, carrying sacks of sawdust
and salvage covers.

CHIEF ONE
That stuff goes r:rght up
to the next floor ^

GAGE
(into radio)

Rampart this is Squad
Fifty-One.

a1 J

B484 ]NT" RAMPART BASE STAT]ON - DAY

FEATURING Ea"r:ly' as he steps over to the speaker.

EARLY
t into speaker )

Go aheaO, Frfty-One.

GAGE I S VOICE
tir-ltered)

Patient number two. He's now
det -rL n r te ly cyanot r- c .

EARLY
(inco speakerl

The internal bleeding's collapsing
hrs other lung. Hemothorax. He
needs help right now and you don't
have t"he equl-pm*nt for it.

rbeat )

f -q the triage team there yet?

f
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B5 EXT. CITY STREET _ DAY

FEATURING Bracketr's car as he
blockrng the street. Brackett
routing traf f rc brretly, J_ong
Sergeant waves him through and
speed "

approaches a police car
stops beside the Sergeani: re-

enough to show ht:i fD, ,lthe
Brackett continues o piekrng ut:)

B5

B6

8'7

Bri VAR]OUS ANGLES

Brackett's car the two blocks to the burning hrgh-TO CARRY
rise.

B7 ANOTHER ANGLE

As Brackett approaches and stops near chief seven who isconversatron with Div:-sron Assrstant chief one near his
BRACKET?

(up )

Chret. . . .

chief seven turns toward hrm. Brackett hords out his rD.

1n
sedan.

Itm
the

Doctcr
tr:'age

There's ilrecr
e,l eva t.or s "

BRACKETT
Br acket-t. f 'm wrth
team.

CHIEF SEVEN
access from the

CH.IEF SEVEN
( throwaway)

Good deal... "

BRACKETT
Where can r,'e set up?

rhe sarase, s .nS'fXI.tXHI. 
"

Chief Seven points toward bhe garage under the buildinq.

BRACKETT
Okay.

(beat)
How many are there?

COI{T] NUED
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JJ

ilHItrF ar - ri:il',,l
f don't know for sure. Around
twenty. Mostly smoke inhalation.

BRACKETT
irie'11. probably need lights
and three four of those big
canvas covers.

r'11

Leave

Brackett gets

CHTEF
get 'em to you.

(beat )

your car there

SEVEN

B7

BB

B9

As out and hurr j-es toward the garage.

BB EXT. CITY STREET DAY

FEATURING a rescue ambulance as
lights and SIREN going.

it hurries through traffic,

B9 INT. THE A}{BULANCE DAY

FEATURING Dixre and lrlcrton,
in the ambulance with thelr:

coveralls, rid-ingynow in thel-r
equr ipment "

MACI S VOICE(frltered)
Medical Alert. Center to the
trr-age team""".

Dixie plcks up the HEAR raclro.

( lnLO
Go ahead, Mac

DIXJ E
radio i

MACI S VOiCE
rtritered)

I h"ave a preJ-rmJ-nary capabrlS_ty
from the nearest hosprtais.

Dixie takes out
on a pad.

a pencrl and notes the incoming information

MACiS VOICE
(beat; f rltered)

Rampart General llve major
and ten mrnor. Sarnt James
burn ward two nialor and
six minor"

L
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90

9L

92

34

EXT. CrTY STREET - DAY

FEATURTNG the amburance as it continues toward the firp.this:

MAC'S VOICE (o. s. )
( f i.i tered )

Universrty Medical four
major and seven minor....

EXT. PLAZA PHONE BOOTH - DAY

90

Over

FEATURING Chuck as he hurries rnto the booth,
dials a number. After a moment:

CHUCK
(into phone)

Evelyn Worsham, please.. .
(beat )

He11o. This is Chuck Worsham.
f 'm Evelyn's husband and...

(beat )

f know I know. That's
where f am now but the buildj-nq's
on fire and". "{beat }

No . I rm nct k_l dd i nq . How lonq
aqo drd she l-eave r

;beot r

Is t.here anybody around you
can ask-r, I have to find out
if she got there ahead of me

if she's tn ttre butlding.,.
c shor t beat I

Okay,
(beat )

f see. Tha-nks .

Chuck hangs up and Ax,-t-s +;he booth.

EXT. PLAZA STREET

91

inserts a coin and

92

FEATURTNG Chuck as he trots away from the phone bocth, notknowing where to go o, what to do. He keeps turninq and look-ilg - - hoping by som€ :._, -jie ;f ir:ck to see his wife. Instead,all he sees are hurry:ng firemen and equipment. Then, somedistance away trom thie buirdrng, he spi.= Chief seven andhurries to hrm.

L
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93 CLOSER ANGI-E CHTEF'S SEDAN

35

Seven is looking up, scanning the outsroe
Chuck hurries into the shot,

the moment, Chief
the burlding o. s.

93

94

95

At
of

You'11
area.

CHUCK
Can you help me? I think my
wife may be in the buitdinq.

CHIEF SEVEN
Which floor?

said
SO

gfuess.

SEVEN
of them.Wetve

CHIEF SEVEN (r.9.)
have to leave the

CHUCK
We1-1, you see -- we 3ust
we'd meet here at noon,

CHIEF
evacuated both

CHIEF SEVEN
(cuttins in)

Which f Loor '?

CHUCK
The lobby or nineteen, I

CFIIEF ONE
( filtered )

Assistant One,
Where are you
team set up?

(o. s. )

Batallion
having the

One.
triage

chief seven gestures Chuck down the street. chuck moves off.

94 ANOTHER ANGLE

FEATURING Chuck as he hurrres along the street, somewhat
reassured, but stitl sea.rching.

95 ANOTHER ANGLE GARAGE ENTRANCE

Where the ambuJ-a.nce has just arrrved, pulling in behind at
least one other ambulance. Dixie and Morton are hurrying
the DRIVER and Attendant, carryl,ng their gear. Chuck runs
the shot and accosts Dixie.

CHUCK
Miss -- Missl Where are they
evacuatrng people to?

after
int o

CONTINUED
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95 CONTINUED
DTXIE

I don't know.

Dixi-e hurries into !h" garage. chuck, after a r&omenty orrsudden thought, fol1ows.

96 INT. ELEVATOR - DAY

FEATURTNG Desoto and Gage with two firemen from Twenty,spressed into the elevator with the lj-tters cor:taining theunconscious man and woman. By contrast with the str5etoutside, the erevator is relalively quiet and devoid ofactivlty. Both Desoto and Gage are somber and apprehensive.There is.1ittIe they can do but stand and watch. The elevatorstops, the doors open and we hear the NorsE of the robby.

97 ANOTHER ANGLE - LOBBY ELEVATOR BANK

as Captain Thirty-Six steps over to the elevator as DeSoto isabout to get out.

CAPTAIN THIRTY-SIX
Take them down to the qarage.

95

96

97

9B

DeSoto
close:

fs the

steps back

DE SOTO
trrage team here?

inside, pressing the button. As the doors

9B

CAPTAfN THIRTY-SIX
(nods )

Just arrrved.

THE ELEVATOR

as the elevator descends to the garage.

One
and

Get
her

of the firemen nods.
the door opens.

GAGE
our gear out then bring

After a moment, the elevator arrives

THE GARAGE ELEVATOR BANK

as Desoto and Gage quickly remove the ritter with thescious man and hurry from the el-evator bank.

99

UIlCOD-

99

\_

\_
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lOO THE GARAGF 100

There are many cars r-n the stalIs. chuck is rnoving among themi3 tfe.b:9. salvage covers have been spread ein the floor inthe driving lanes. Two or three firemei are r.;-qgir:g addj-tionallights, spreading another sarvage cover, etc, rlleri are arr:eadya number of injured lying on the salvage covers, some stiliattended by the pARAMEDTcs and firemen who brought them down.

Brackett points with his free hand to one of the salvage covers.rn his other hand, he is hording his blue coveralls. He hasnot had a chance to put them on yet. As a matter of fact, henever wil1. Morton nods and crosses to begin examini_ng thevictims on the salvage cover indicated. Biackett drops downbeside an elderly woMAN who is unconscious. He begins examiningher as D j-xie starts taking the vital_s.

1OT ANOTHER ANGLE 101

BRACKETT
(to Morton)

Mike to start -- you take
that section over there.

DIXJE
(to Atteridant)

Bring down some more oxygen.

Gage maki_ng their way from the elevators
area "

FEATURING DeSoto and
toward the treatment

702 CLOSER ANGLE

GAGE
Doctor

as they approach Brackett and put
who is turning toward Dixie aflerpupils

the litter down near Brackett,
checking the El_derIy Woman's

t02

BRACKETT
Dix '?

Doctor
bad.

Brackett
cyanotic

GAGE
this one 's real l_y

DrX]E
Pulse's nrnety-six. Respira-
tions are twenty. f,lI have
the pressure ln a mrnute.

glances over at the Unconscious Man who
and obvlously urgent.

is clearly

BRACKETT
(to Gage)

Whatrve you got?
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103

3B

ANOTHER ANGLE

as Brackett turns to
Man.

103

give his full attention to the Unconscious

GAGE
At least one rib broken on the
left side and the lung's collapsed.
Doctor Early says hemothorax.

That and his own observation are good enough far Brackett.
BRACKETT

Dix, hol-d up on that one. Get
me a syringe with a three-way
for a chest tap.

Dixie turns away from the Elderry woman to ruflrmage in one ofthe equipment boxes l_n the b. g.

BRACKETT

DeSoto has begun to
Man's chest. He and
request is a poser.

ff. And
me some

cut the bandages around the
Gage glance at each other:

(to DeSoto)
Cut these bandages o
see if you can find
kind of pan or dish.

Unconscious
this last

GAGE
(bear )

How about a hub ^t^ 
)

-q}, .

examination and does not LurnBrackett is continuing hrs
as he replies.

BRACKETT
Frne. Anythrng"

Gage turns away.

104 ANOTHER ANGLE

as.Gage goes to the nearest car and, with some difficulty,pries off a hub cdp,r using either a wrench from his turnoutcoat or his sclssors.

104

t
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10 5 ANOTHER A}IGI,tr

39

as Dixie hands Brackett the syringe andmaterial such as a swab wrth lnti6eptic.
the spot on the Unconscious Manrs chest.insertj-on OFF CAMERA as Gage ENTERS THE

BRACKETT
on the floor so f can
the syringe.

hub cap as directed. The Firemen
contarning the Unconscious Woman.

other appropriate
Brackett selects
He makes the

SHOt wj-th a hub cap.

approach

I05

I06

Gage
with

Right
empty

places the
the litter

DE SOTO
Shers got a broken right arm
and collarbone. And a probable
skull- fracture.

DIX]E
Whatrs this one?

BRACKETT
(to Dixie)

Goes to l,Iorton.

Take

Dixie points in
take the litter
work:

D]X]E
(to Firemen)

her over there

the direction
to his area.

of Doctor Morton.
Without looking up

The Firemen
from his

Do you
comj-ng ?

We haven't

Twenty's
burn.

GAGE
We have frve and Squad
bringing down a malor

DTXl'E
How bad's the flre?

DE SOTO
even seen it.

106 WIDER ANGLE

TO INCLUDE the entrance to the garage
triage team -- three men and a llUnSfinto the garage, carrying equipment.

as the
in blue

rest of the
coveralls -- hurry

CONTINUED

L

,iI

BRACKETT
know how many moretre

L
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106 CONTINUEI-)
BRACKETT'

A roII of bandage, Dix -- wide
and some tape.

As Dixie moves to comply:

BRACKETT
Then tag this one major

hemopneumothorax and
transport.

LO7 ANOTHER ANGLE THE GARAGE

FEATURING Chuck as he spies his wife's car a short
away and hurries to it. He glances at the license
looks inside though he already is pretty sure it's
one a modest car several years o1d, in need of
looks around and sees something o.s.

105

107

distance
and then
the right

paint. He

CHUCK
Hey

lOB ANOTHER ANGLE GARAGE ELEVATOR BANK 108

DeSoto and Gage, about to enter the bank, pause briefly, then
continue as chuck hurries over to them. they secure t[reir gear,
lying on the floor near the elevators, and push the "up" buiton.
During thj-s:

It is not a
distraught "

CHUCK
I just- found my wrfe's

log:-caI way to start
It slightly puzzles

GAGE
Yes, sir... r

CHUCK
See? She must've gone into
the building.

GAGE
What f loor:'

CHUCK
We were going to nrneteen....

car... 
"

the conversation but Chuck is
the two paramedics.

l:,
. t\.

CONTINUED

I

I
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108 CONTINUED

That 's
by now"

DE SOTO
probably been evacuated

CHUCK
Idhere would she be?

An elevator arrrves. As DeSoto and Gage enter:

Outsrde.

As Chuck turns away

DE SOTO
Beyond the police lines.

and the doors start to close.

GAGE
Watch yourseif out there.

109 EIGHTEENTH FLOOR CORR]DOR

FEATURING the frremen who are contrnuing to fight the fire.

110 EIGIITEENTH FLOOR STAIRWELL LANDING

FEATURING a FIREI4AN as he stumbles out of the doorway onto
the landrng, pulj-ing off his arr mask, His face is streaming
sweat and he is near exhauslron. FIe slumps against the
railing, srnk:.ng to the floor. Over this:

CHIEF ONE Io. S. )

lf :-Itered)
Assistant One, Battalron One.
They're gettlng- a lot of heat
build-up on erghteen" -1.'m gorng
to harze to s'hart relrev:-ng them.

D.A"C. ONE o"s.)
ifrltered)

Okay, Battal-ion One. f.'m sendrng
you up an addrtional c.impany
Eng..r.ne Twenty-Seven.

111 TWENT]ETH F'LOOR SIA]RWELL LAT.JDING

108

109

110

I1l

Featuring Lopez
door and toward

as he di rect s t.rro
the stairs " They

or three people out
automatrcally start

of the
down.

COI.ITIIJUED

f
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111 CONTINUED
LOPEZ

Not that wayl Go upt

The people turn and start up the stairs as directed. Over
thi-s:

LOPtrZ
A11 the way to the roof. Watch
your step

L\2 Ti,{ENTfETH FLOOR CORRIDOR

FEATURING Stanley as he t.ries a door. The cor"rrdor is
moderateil, f11led with smoke. The door is unlocked; Stanley
shoves .rt open and thrusts his head inside.

STANLEY
(rp )

Anybody rn here ?
Fire Department!

(beat)
Hel Lo

There i-s no answer. Satisfied, Stanley turns away and
crosses to the next door. He tries :-t and immediately pul1s
hrs hand away. The doorknob is hot. Stanley puts a palm
against the door brrefly. The whole door is hot" Stanrey
steps back, and krcks the door open.

113 TI^/ENTIETH FLOOR OFFTCE STANLEY'S POINT OF VIEIV

Drapes , f urn i-tur e, ceil ing -- 1t r s on f ire and kri;rrring
rapidly. i'he. room beyond as fully rnvolved.

.ITAI]F' OUT

END OF ACT ,IWC

111

tL2

113

L
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ACT THREE

FADE I}I

114 INT. TWENTIETII FLOOR CORRTDOR - DAY

The actlcn is continuous" Staniey tr.rrns away from the
door , r aistng hrs handie-t.alkre .

STA}iLEY
(rnto radio) i

Battal-ron One trngrne Fifty-
One. I 've got. a f i-re on the
twentreth floor, north side "

Two rooms fully rnvclved.

CTIIEF ONE (o"s")
ifrltered)

Engine Frfty-One"

Ll.4

1151I5 INT. ELEVATOR

FEATURING DeSoto and Gage as they listen to the radro traffic.
The elevator is going up.

GAGE (f.s.)
It's jumped a floor on
us. n

t.

CHIEF ONE (o. s. ,1

( fr ltered )

Assisuant One I'm sending
Engrne Twenty-Seven to start
a holdrng actron.

D.A"C. ONE (o.s.)
(frItered,r

Battalion One I'm giving
you Truck Fort"y-'Iwo and Engrne
Erghty-six.

CHIEF ONE (o. s. )

( fi 1 tered )
Battalion Cne"

The el-evator suddeniy st-ops between the fourteenth and
fifteenth floors" Gage pushes the buttan to re-start il-;
nothrng happens. Dur ing this:

D.A.C. ONE(o"s.)
1 fr ltered )

B;rttal ion One, Assistant One.
Who've you got to put on this
new fire?

CONTINUED

L

L
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115 CONTINUED

GAGE
It's dead.

116

44

CHItrF ONE (o. s " )
( filtered )

Engine Fi f ty-One , Battal j_on One .
Go to the next floor to check for
vertrcal expansion and evacu-ate.

(f .9. ) STANLEY (o. s. ;(fiitered)
llngine I-rf ty-One.

115

r16

DE SOTO
Probably smoke got ln the
computer.

(i-nto radio)
Battalion One Squad Fifry-One.
Our elevator just stopped
between f loor:s. We canot re-start.

Gage pushes the "Door open" button. The erevator doors open;the sha;1- cioL)r:s do not. The e]evator is not in line withthem. ijurrng t"his:

CAPTAIN THIRTY-SIX (o.s. )Assistanr One, Engine i,hirty*Six.
The board in the J.obby here shows
all the elevators've stopped.

Desoto steps up on one of their boxes to begin removing the
overhead access panel " During thrs:

D.A.C" Ot{E (o.s.)
(f it t.ered )

Squad Eifty-One Engin.e Thirty-Six.
(beat )

Battalion One - Assistant One.
It looks like we've lost th.e
elevators.

CHIEF ONE (o. s. I
( fi1 tered )

I heard"

EXT" D"A"C" ONE'S SEDAN DAY

FEATURTNG the Division Assistant Chief as he straightens
from switching frequencies.

CONTT}.IUED

\_
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116 CONTINUED 116
D"A.C. ONE

(into mike)
L,A. Assistant One.
We have f ires on the erghteent"h
and twentieth fioors and Lhe
elevators Sust went out. We
need seventy-five additional
men for stairwell support. And
air bottles "

DISPATCHER (o. s. )

i frltered)
Assistant One"

117 INT. THE ELEVATOR - DAY 7L7

DeSoto has just horsted himself rhrough the hole in the roof
of the elevato-r:.

118 ELEVATOR SHAFT 118

As DeSoto stands up on top of the elevator which is three or
four feet below top of the shaft door. He looks up.

119 DE SOTOIS POINT OF VIEW - UP ANGLtr ELEVATOR SHAFT

Several floors above, the shaft 1s thick with smoke.

119

I2O ANOTHER ANGLE * DE SOTO 120

As he feels for the catch to rel-ease the shaft doors. After
a moment, they stide open.

I2I ANOTHER ANGLE FOURTEENTH ELOOR ELEVATOR BANK L2t

Gage begins heaving their gear up onto the fl-oor from the
elevator as DeSoto stoops and drcps onto the floor from the
roof of the elevator. Gage then climbs out. They grab up
their gear and hurry out. of the elevator bank"

FOURTEENTH FLOOR CORRIDORS _ VARIOUS ANGLES L22

FEATURTNG Desoto and Gage as they hurry Loward the fire exit.

t22

I
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L23 FOURTEENTH FLOOR STA]RWELL

as DeSoto and Gage exit the fourteenth floor onto the landing
and start up the stai rs

L24 THE GARAGE

FEATURTNG D-i-x-re w"rth the ambulance Drlirer and Attendant who
have lust loaded the LTnconsc:.ous Man cnto a wheeled stretcher
and are abor:t tc take h:-m out cf the garage.

D]XiE
He goes to Rampart Genera.l-"
away.,

Right

The Drirrer and Attendant hurry the stretcher toward the
entrance. Dix;-e crosses tc the HEAR radro and her notepad"
As she makes a note on the pad:

D-IXIE
( rnto radio)

MAC thrs is the triage t.eam.

MACrS VOICE (o.s")
(frltered)

Go ahead.

DIXJE
( lnt-c radro )

Werve sent cne ma.Jcr and fc,,:r:
mr-nor to Rampart and f*w,c m:-nor
h,urns to Sar-nt James. We need
f ri;e more ambulances and ,oxygen"

MAC I S VOICE (o. s. )(filtered)
Ten-four "

L25 ANOTHER ANGLE - M.ORTON AND SIMS

Morton, v,,:uh the ass,:.stance of the Nurse, as beginnrng to
remo\re the sterlle sheeting the examl-ne Sims.

SlMS
Hey, iisten J,rm starting
to hr.;urt

MORTON
We'lL take care of that riqht
away.

t23

l-25

CONTINUED

t24
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T25 CONTINUED
MORTON (Cont 'd)(Lo \lurse )

Bandage scissors.

Morton begrns cuttJ-ng away the remalns of Sim's shirt. We
cannot see Sim's body. We can, however, see br:rned fragments
of khakr cloth as Morton Losses them asrde" After a moment:

MORTON
What .i.s thrs some krnd of
uni form ?

Yeah.
man 

"

S]MS
I work here, Marntenance

MORTON
I t:' Nurse I

Two normal saIt.n.es,

The Nurse get"s two bottles of 1.V. from a nearby carton.

MORTON
(hear )

No l,ern on ehrs arm" trr'hat about
that one,l

The Nurse examines S;m's other arm then shakes her head.

NURSE
ft's too badly burned.

MORTON
A cut-down klt"

As Lhe Nurse turns away to one *f the equipment boxes, Morton
moves down Sirn's body, cu"{:tlng and re,trLcvJ-ng bur"ned clothing.
Presently, frorn the a:ea of Sim's hip pocket, he comes up with
a partial-ly-f u.i-1 pinr bottle cf wh:-sky,

SIMS
Duck chat fcr fi€, wrll you?

Morton nods and Losses it as:de" He moves down and begins
cutting away one of Srm's sh::es anC socks" The Nurse returns
and hands hrm the cut-down equ.ipment.

MORTON
Get hrs cther shoe off.

( tc srmsJ
Had a few, huh?

t25

Sems nods as Morton starts the cut-down.

CONTINUED

i\_
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L25 CONTINUED 2
SIMS

But don't teII the boss. He'Il
frre me this trme for sure.

MORTON
Donrt worry "(to uurse)
Push frve milligrams M-S"
And be sure J-L's cn hrs tag.

126 TWENTY-FIRST FLOOR CORRIDOR

FEATURTNG stanley. fn the b.9., Lopez is checking offices to
be sure they are empty. There is considerable smoke in the
corri-dor 

"

STANLEY
(rnto radio)

Battalron One, Engine Frfty-One.
No fire on the twenty-first floor"

We hear the SOUND of Stanley's air bottle alarm"
Lopez l-n the b.g,

STANLEY If.g )

(rp)
Lop<.:z f rm about out of
air J

L25

t26

He turns to

CHIEF ONE (o. s. )
( fi ltered )

F:fty-One search and evac-
uate that floor and twenty-two,

L27

As Lopez waves ackncwJedgement and stanley turns to 1.eave the
corridor

I27 NORTH STAiRWELL

FEATURTNG Desotc and Gage as they hasten up the stairs in thegeneral vlclni ty of the 19t.h and 20th f roors " over this:

CHIEF ONE Io.s.)
( frltered t

Let" me knovr i,uhen you'r'e done.

STANLEY io,,s" )(trltered)
Engine I'if ty-One "

t
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LzB TWENTY-FIRST FLOOR STAIRWELL LANDlNG

as DeSoto and Gage encounter Stanley stepping out of the
doorway, pulling off his air mask.

STAI{LEY
I've got to get a fresh air bottle "
Werve pretty well covered thrs
floor" Prck up Lopez and start
evacuati-ng twenty-two. To the
roof.

GAGE
Right "

L29 EXT. THE STREET - DAY

FEATURING Chuck as he hurries along, some distance from the
building and outsrde the police lines, frantically looking
at female faces.

130 VARIOUS ANGLES

TO CARRY Chuck as he continues his search.

732

128

l-29

130

I31 ANOTHER ANGLE 131

as Chuck sees a grcup of several- men and women, occupants of
the buildrng who have been erzacuated, being shepherded away
from the burldrng through the pollce li-nes" Partrally
visible an the group, is GIRL" Chuck runs toward the group"
As he approaches:

C}IUCK
(up )

Evelyn! Eve1yn".. i

CLOSER ANGLE L32

as Chuck thrusts his way into the group, approaching the Gir1.

CHUCK
Honey....

He grabs her shoulder and the GirI turns. It is not Evelyn.

GIRL
What"'re you doing?

CHUCK
Sorry" My mistake.

I
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133 ANOTHER ANGLE

as Chuck turns and hurries away, still looking.

134 ANOTHER ANGLE

FEATURING D.A.C. One, in pantomined, urgent conversation with
two or three CAPTAINS. In the b.9., one or two companies
of firemen are double-timing toward the burning building.
Several large sheets of glass fall into the street and
SHATTER. D.A.C. One and the others turn and look up toward
the upper floors of the building o.s.

T35 TWENTIETH FLOOR OFFICE

where firemen are fighting the flames in the office. The
fire has now spread somewhat; a portion of the corridor is
involved.

135 TWENTY.SECOND FLOOR ELEVATOR BANK

Here, too, there is considerable smoke, though by stooping
it is sti1I possible to avoid most of it. Several people
are crouched on the floor in the elevator bank, presumably
caught by the increased smoke while hoping for an elevator"
Gage hurries into the shot.

There

This triggers an

GAGE
are no elevators....

AD J.IR lllUzu'IUR of apprehension.

133

134

135

136

L3V

Gage
bank

GAGE
I'l-l get you out. Come

beckons to them, directing
and into the corridor.

on.

them out of the elevator

J.3 7 ANOTI{ER ANGLE TWENTY-SECOND FLOOR CORRIDOR

There is
down the

Anybody

an AD LIB
corridor.

GAGE
injured...?
of denials from the group. Gage points

GAGE
Straight down the hall and turn
right. Go out the fi-re exit and
up the stairs to the roof.

(beat )

Keep low. Take your time. You'll
be okay.

CONTINUED

(t-_

L

L
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L3-I CONTINUED

The people move off down the corridor as diiected. As Gage
hurries away....

138 ANOTHER TWENTH.SECOND FLOOR CORRIDOR

FEATURING DeSoto as he steps out of an office, closing the
door, and crosses t-o the Men's Room. He shoves open the
door.

DE SOTO
(rp)

Anybody in here? This is the
Fire Departmenr

There is no answer. DeSoto turns away.

139

L37

138

i l')

140

141

ANOTHER ANGLE TWENTY-SECOND FLOOR CORRIDOR

as DeSoto hurries around a corner and sees EVANS lying
on the floor some distance ahead. DeSoto crosses to him
quickly.

].4C CLOSER ANGLE

as Desoto
is a man
out cold,
air mask

carefully turns Evans over to examine him. Evans
in his late middle years, dressed in a business suit,
laboring for breath. DeSoto immediately puts hj-s

on him.
DE SOTO

(rp)
John !

(beat)
Hey! Gage....

GAGE'S VOICE
(rp)

Where are you. ..?
DE SOTO

(rp)
East corridor.

L

] 4I W]DER ANGLE

TO INCLUDE the other end of the corridor as Gage rounds the
corner and runs to DeSoto.

DE SOTO
Letrs get him outa here.

Together they lift Evans and carry him down the hall and
around the corner.

\.-
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142

143

52

ANOTHER ANGLE

as DeSoto and Gage carry Evans to the fire exit and out.

TWENTY-SECOND FLOOR LANDING

L42

1l-)

L44

DeSoto and Gage put Evans down alongside
they have left on the landing. Evans i-s
ness but has major difficulty breathing.

their gear which
regaining consc-ious-

Can

Evans nods.

GAGE
you hear me?

GAGE
Too much smoke...?

EVANS
(nods )

Emphysema.

Are you hurt

Evans shakes his head.

GAGE
anywhere?

DE SOTO
Okay.

Together DeSoto and Gage pick Evans up again and carry him
up the stairs to the roof exit.

L44 EXT. ROOF OF HIGH RISE DAY

There are a number of people on the roof, waiting to be
evacuated, generally being kept in some sort of order by
couple of firemen whose chief concern is to see there is
enough room for the helicopter to land. There is a great
of smoke around the roof. DeSoto and Gage put Evans down
the roof.

DE SOTO
(into radio)

Battalion One, Squad Fifty-One.
We're evacuating a severe case of
smoke inhalation and emphysema
from the roof. When he lands, he
needs medical oxygen and immediate
transport to the triage team.

a

deal
on

CONTINUED
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144 CONTINUED

The helicopter approaches

l45 ANOTHER ANGLE

as the helicopter approaches
Gage ca-rry Evans over to it.
firemen:

in the b.g.

CHIEF ONE (o. s. )
( fi ltered)

Squad Twenty-One.

L44

14s

746

t47

148

149

the
As

roof
they

and lands. DeSoto and
approach one of the

This guy's
away.

GAGE
got to go out right

The fireman nods and holds back the other evacuees until
Gage and DeSoto place Evans in the helicopter. They girre
him DeSoto's air mask. DeSoto and Gage move back as the
helicopter is loaded.

L46 WIDER ANGLE

as the helicopter lifts off again and DeSoto and Gage turn
toward the entrance to the stairwell.

L47 THE STREET

FEATURING
building.

Chuck running
He turns and

along
looks

the sidewalk away from the
up and o.s. over his shoulcler.

148 CHUCK'S POINT OF VIEW - THE HELICOPTER FLYING

from the burning building toward itsas it. fiops away
landing site.

L49 ANOTHER ANGLE THE STREET

FEATURING Chuck as he hurries to the parking lot being used
as the helicopter landing site. En route, he is passed by
an ambulance, lights and SIREN going.

].50 ANOTHER ANGLE

as Chuck pushes through the
police barricade. He looks

spectators to the
faces hopefully but

cluster of
at all the

CONTINUED
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150 CONTINUED

does not see his
The second driver
Lhe helicopter and
all the others who
Evelyn.

54

wife. The helicopter lands in the b.g.
and attendant wheel a stretcher ovel:
remove Evans. Chuck intently looks
disembark from the helicopteri none

to
at
is

150

151].51 INT. THE GARAGE DAY

where Brackett, assisted by Dixie, is examining the
a man in his fifties, his face scratched and dirty.
raises his hand to look at his wrist watch.

BRACKETT
Just lie sti11....

TRADER
I gotta make a phone caIl....

BRACKETT
Now now.

TRADER,
He

The
got

Yeah.

Brackett begins to

Okay.
doc...?

The Trader winces
hi-s Iiver.

TRADER
stock market's sti1l open.
ten minutes....

I

BRACKETT
Out of the question.

(beat)
And you said your stomach...?

TRADER

palpate the Trader's stomach.

TRADER
You make it for me, huh,

painfully AS Brackett presses the area of

TRADER
One lousy phone ca11.
pay you....

BRACKETT
Stiff as a board.r,11

BRACKETT
(to Dixie)

D-5-W.

Dixie begins to set up the I.V. as Brackett begins making
out tag. During this:

CONTINUED

\
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151 CONTINUED
TRADER

lvliss can you use fifty bucks?

DIXIE
Depends.

TRADER
I'11 make it a hundred.

BRACKETT
Forget about it. I want you to
take it easy.

TRADER
Do you have any idea how much I
got riding on this?

BRACKETT
(nods )

And I hope you do. Yourve got
internal injuries. You'11 probably
be j-n surgery this afternoon.

This is something of a shock to the Trader.

DIXIE
(genrly)

Try me next week.

BRACKETT
Send him out as soon as possible.

ANOTHER ANGLE

FEATURING the SUPERINTENDENT as he hurries across the garage
and pauses by Morton who is overseeing Sims being loaded on
a stretcher before being removed from the garage.

SUPERINTENDENT
Doctor, I'm the building super-
intendent. Is there anything I
can....

The Superintendent breaks off on seeing Sims.

SUPERINTENDENT
Sims. . . ?

152

1s1

t '' 
1,.

CONTINUED
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L52 CONTINUED
SIMS

(nods )

Irm sorry, boss.

SUPERINTENDElNT
Where you goofing off again?

MORTON
Leave him alone.

The Attendant and Driver wheel Sims away.

SUPERINTENDENT
Hitting the bottle, I'11 bet you
anything. Sleeping on the job.
fired him for it last week.

I

L52

MORTON
Do you think he might've started
the fire?

SUPERfNTENDENT
(shakes head)

He doesn't smoke. Just finds him
a closet and goes to sleep.

MORTON
That's probably how he got burned.

SUPERINTENDENT
How bad i-s he?

MORTON
Third degree burns over seventy
percent of his body.

SUPERINTENDENT
WiIl he make it?

MORTON
It' s possible.

SUPERINTENDENT
I let him talk me out of it.
Kept him on. God...

(beat )

I thought I was doing him a favor.

153 BUILDING LOBBY

FEATURING the FIRST GUARD as he picks up one of the desk
phones in response to a RING.

CONTINUED

l-53
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153 CONTINUED
FIR.ST GLIAR.tr)

Lobby...
(beat)

What room are you in...?
(beat)

Hel1o. Hel1o....

The First Guard turns and calls to Captain Thirty-Six.
FIRST GUARD

(rp)
Captain... !

154 TWENTY-FIRST FLOOR STAIRWELL

where DeSoto and Gage have rejoined Stanley and Lopez.
DeSoto is shrugging into a fresh air tank, the replacement
for his. A moment, then:

CAPTAIN THIRTY-SIX
( filtered)

Battalion One, Engine lhirty-Six.
We just had a call down here.
Some guy says he's trapped on the
nineteenth floor.

(o. s. )

CHIEF ONE (o. s. )
( filtered )

Engine Thirty-Six.
(beat)

Engine Flfty-One -- what's your
Iocation? Can you handle?

STANLEY
(to DeSoto and Gage)

Take off.

DeSoto and Gage start down the stairs, followed by Lopez.

STANLEY
(into radio)

Battalion One -- we're on our way
down from the twenty-first floor.
We'11- handle with Squad Fifty-One.

As Stanley starts down the stairs

CHIEF ONE (o. s. )
( filtered)

Engine Fifty-One.

153

1.5 4
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155 NINETEENTH FLOOR STAIRWELL

Where Gage j-s beginning to tie on a life-1ine which Lopez
wiII manage. Smoke is pouring from the doorway into the
landing. Stanley hurries down the stairs INT0 THE SHOT"
As DeSoto and Gage complete therr preparations:

STANLEY
(into radio)

Engine Thirty-Six, Engine fifty-
One. Did the guy say which office
he's in?

CAPTAIN THfRTY-SIX (o. s. )
( filtered )

Negative, Fifty-One. The line went
dead.

STANLEY
( j-nto radio )

Engine Thirty-Six.

Stanley turns to DeSoto and Gage.

STANLEY
Make it fast. You've got fires
above and bel-ow you.

DeSoto and Gage adjust their air masks.

GAGE
Set ?

Lopez nods. DeSoto and Gage turn away and enter the
nineteenth floor.

FADE OUT

END OF ACT THREE

1s5

L
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156

59

1\C'I FOUR

GAGE
irp )

Hel-Io 1n there. " . !

L5V

1s8

FADE fN

rNT. NINETEENTH FLOOR COORIDOR - DAY 156

t'he acti-on is continuous " ANGLE FEATURES Desoto and Gage ast!.y move together down the corridor. There is a great deal
9I smoke, thin near the door but thickening to comfrretelyfill the corridor farther j-nto the building. nesolo-stoieat the first door while Gage continues on down the hall_ tothe next office, thus keeping Desoto in contact with the line"

CLOSER ANGLE 157

as Desoto tries the door. rt is locked. He bangs on it andthen presses an ear agatnst it momentarily. He does notlinger long before moving on.

ANoTHER ANGLE 158

as DeSoto rejoins Gage. This door, too, is locked.

1f it's locked,
empty.

DE SOTO
it's probably

as they go down the corrrdor, trying d"oors. There are not many
in this section of hallway whrch evidentry ls occupied by a
sizabl-e suite; all of them are Iocked.

1.60 ANOTHER ANGLE THE CORRI.DOR

They move of f down the corrl_dor.

159 VARIOUS ANGLES

as they turn a co-rner and begin workj-ng their way down thissection of corrrdor. Presently they approach the jeweler's
office. Desoto tries the door; stanley had left iL unrocked.
DeSoto opens rt and pokes his head in.

159

150

CONTINUED
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1 6 O CC}NTINUED
DE SOTO

IJarz Irru y

There 1s no answer. DeSotCI ENTERS, followed by Gage"

;, i J EWEI,ER 'S RECEPTION ROOM

Desoto crosses the room to disappear through the inner door
rn the opposite side. Gage begrns quJ-ck1y searching the
r"ee epL j-crr rcofir, whrch contal-ns coRsiderable smoke. fn front
of orle cf rhe dlsplay cases, he steps on something and stoop.
ic prck:-t up.

},62, CLOSER ANGLE

Il,e okrlec't rs a diamond brooch. Gage steps over to the
r.earest drsp}ay case. The top ot it is glass and has been
brr::kerr. The case 1s now empty. Gage drops the brooch :"nto
,:he eese and qontlnues his search, checkrng thre f loor beh ind
t l-re .rases, behind the recept:-on desk, etc. The other cases
..r] l:he rtr-:eptron room have also been broken open. As he
r rn r,: i:e; , DeSoto emerges f rom the r.nner door.

DE SOTO
-Itts ernpFy "

Together t,hey qurckly ex.it the off ice"

153 ANOTHER ANGLE - THE CORRTDOR

as they start down the haLl.
door as Gage starts to move ,

DE
John

DeSoto
on. Th.e

stops at the next office
door is unlocked.

160

t 51

L52

i53

L64

DeSoto ENTERS
office "

SO,iC

as Gage turns back and follows hjim into the

} h4 THE OI I"ICE

Th:is -L-s the of,tice
ha.d found Georqe.
smckei \.s-;b-1rty

whreh Sta.nJ-ey had searched ar:.d
it nobJ conta-Lns a much greater

:-n wh:-ch kre
amoun"L ot

r-s poor.

DE SOTO
(up)

Anybody in here

CONTINUED
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1.64 CONTINUED

6l

GEORGtr (o. s. )

164

Over
(up)

here I

DeScL.:r and Gage quickly make their way across the office in
t.he directicn of the voice.

.[ 65 ANOTHBR ANGLE 165

George .1,s rying on the f Locrr near the far wal_l, alongside a
desk" Tlrere is a telephone on the desk, the handset off the
i:rradle ev:-dentl-y the phone frc-rm which George had called"
lrl+,,arby, ais-:o cn the f loor, -s EVELyN, who has passed oL1L"
5,ie i"s .i. wornan in her mid*twenties, attractive, i.nexpensi.vely
dressed. George .ls still conscrous, though .i_n considerahrl.e
cl rr-l'cr ess frunr the smoke"

GEORGE
Thar: k God

Desot.c !..ne€- s beside EveJ-yn and qurck.l-y checks to see if she
l s sti i 1 al.r-re. she is. Desoto rips of f his air mask, dropp-ng
lc ra€. j-l-ocr to l-mprove hrs own chances for hreathing and
i-:aces che mask over Evelyn's f ace. During this:

GEORGE
Smoke -- haIlway, Cou1dn't
make tt.

(beat)
Get us out

Gage has dropped down bestde George, pulling off his own
atr mask and giving to George.

GAGE
Take it easy.

DE S,3TC
Can we make it te the starrwell
if we each take one?

Too

DeSoto pulls

GAGtr
(shakes head)

f ar too much smcke^

out his handie-taLkle.

DE SOTO
(into radj-o)

Eng'i nq F'rf ty,-One , Squad Fr lty -ONe .

',^Je have two vict.ims in room one-
nine-f our-eiqht " One 's unconscl-ous.
\n/e need assrst.ance and two arr
ILtC.5-r:b.

CONTTNUED
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1,65 CONTINUED

I'ner-e is a moment of sj-lence. Desoto tries the radio again.

DE SOTO
(into radio)

Engine Fifty-One did you read
me?

(beat )

Thrs is Squad Ftfty-One " Is
anybody receiving me ?

GEORGE
Come on qet me out

NeiL,her Desc:to nor Gage pays h:-m too much attention" After a
ncment:

GAGE
Maybe we're in a dead spot.

DE SOTO
(neds )

1 'l-..i- try over by the door "

'-:*l,rt-o heqins crawlrngi toward the door..
ri{e hea."r the SOUI\D of an air bottle alarm"

After" a moment,

GEORGtr
hihaL 's that r

GAGE
Tankns gettl.nE l-cw cn aar.

l-65

George,
him,

panicked, tries to scrambLe to his feet; Gage restrains

GAGE
Ir,Ie'11. have someklocly here in a
minut-e "

.i(,i} ANOTHER ANGLE DE SOTO

i"ylng on the f l"oor, near the doorway.

DE SOT'O

' rnto radlo)
Englne Fif ty-One, Squ.ad Eifty-One.
to yorl rea.d me?

STANLEY (c.s"/
( t iltered )

Yes, I do, R,oy " Go ahead

At. uhat- moment., there is an ExpLosIoN" The room shakes;
cei.-l-i.ng ti- les f al-1 .

165

L
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].67 NINETEENTH FLOOR STATRWELL

FEATURING Stani-ey and Lopez reacting to the o.s. explosion.
After a momenL:

STANLEY
(into radto)

Squad Fifty-One come in

Slciniey uzarts a beat- lhen turns to Lapez.

STAIdLEY
Do you still have them?

He

ml-- .-- !
_L lld L

L67

]68

Lopez pulls slowly on the line, taking in several feet.
shakes his head.

LOPEZ
Doesn't feel l-j-ke it.

STANLEY
(into radlo)

Battalion One, Engine Fifty-One.
There I s been an explosion on
nineteen. I have no contact
with Squad F5-fty-One"

CHIEF ONE (o. s " 1

(filtered)
Engine Fifty-one.

StanJ-ey is atr-ready beginning to adjust his air mask"
done, he plunges into the corridor"

tr68 THE OTFICE

FEATUR.II'{G DeSoto as he recovers from the explosion and picks
up the handie-talkie which had been knocked from his hand.
!'l-ames are now visible around the doorway to the corridor"
DeSot,o backs away f rom the doorway.

GAGE (o.s")
(up)

Roy ! Roy

DE SOTO
(oP)

Okay !

Gage ENTEFS THE SHOT, crouching, and drops down beside DeSoto.

DE SOTO
What about the other two?

CONT'T N UED
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i rr A CONTINUED
GAGE

(nod s )
So f a"t.

DE SOTO
(rnto radio)

Engine Frfty-0ne, Squad Fifty-
One.

i:age pulLs on Lhe lrfe*Iine. It 1s slack and comes in freely"
it has been broken.

L\,j]\IETEENTIi FLOOR COORIDOR

;*,r.ar:-i=) h.a-s stopped nea.r the bend in the corridor, his further
f,r ,:g re*ls ni,rcked bi;' debr-L s and f lames . He has been f ollowinq
the 1 ; fe-l rne "

DE SOTO (o. s. )
(filtered)

We have fire in thrs area" Can
ilu get tt us?

STANLEY
(into radj-o)

Not right away, Roy" What's
your l-ocation?

DE SoTO (c. s " )(filtered)
We've in room one-nine-four-eight"
We have two victims. We need
asststance and ai-r masks,

STANLEY
(into radio)

Ten-four.
(beat)

Bat,taLton One -- Engine Fif ty-One.

170 THE OFFICE

FEATURING DeSoto as he crawls back to rejoin Gage. Over this:

STANLEY (o"s" )

r i iitered )

There's hea-;.y iJ-r'e rn the west
c.)rridor on nineteen. Squad Fifty-
On"e and two vrctlms dre in the
corridor.

I6B

r69

170

CONTlNUED
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17O CONTINUED

L7t

CHIEF ONE 'o. s . I(rrltered)
Engrne Frfty-One, I copied..
Truck Twelve's movrnq up

65

L70

77LCLOSER ANGLE

as Desoto t]-ops down beside Gager panting and gasping forbreath" George now rs having troubte breathlng ";, tf,e air
mask " Af ter a moment :

DE SOTO
itls gorng to take them a few
minutes,

George rips the arr mask off h,-s face and gasps for breath.Gage, too, ls hav:-ng drf trculty breathing t, it,. smoke.

GAGE
I don,t thrnk we can wart"

There 1s a longish siience as both paramedics try to thinkwhat to do next. They become aware t George mumbling tohimself " words are only i-ntermrttentry drsir_nguishable.

GEORGE
Dear God HeavenJv F,ather
srnned -- my great greed please
forgive me

,!*y both giance toward George :rl sorne currosi-ty. He iss1ow1y wrthdrawing itmes of jewelry from his po-.i."t" rings,
the floor 

"

GEORGE
I renou-nce tllem pJ_ease,

Lo,rd, save me

They turn away, havrng more urgent matters at hand.

GAGE
Two months since we surveyed
th:-s place iim tryrng to remember
the layout

CONTINUED
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1?1 CONTINUED
DE SOTO

(beat)
Some offices went two-three floors.
Had internal stairways

Gage nods and thinks a moment, then shakes his head.

GAGE
I donrt remember which ones.

T.I2 ,l,IiU LOtsBY

771

1-7 2

L73

ITEATURING Captain Thirty-Six in urgent conversation near: the
desk with the Superintendent

SUPERINTENDENT
Irve got the floor plan in my
office

CAPTAIN THIRTY_SIX
(cutting in)

ltle haven't got time.

SUPERINTENDENT
As I recal1 that west corri-dor on
nineteen therers the elevators,
of course

(beat )
And the north stairwell. Thatrs all.

I73 THE OFT]CE

FEATURING DeSoto and Gage with George and Evelyn.

GAGE
Can we make it to elevator bank?

Probably.
DE SOTO

Then what?

GAGE
Maybe we can get into the shaft.

DE SOTO
That'l1 be like a chimney.

CONTINUED
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773 CONT]NUED
GAGE

Can't be any worse'n this"

DE SOTO
Okay,

DeSoto begins crawlrng a.long the floor: toward the door. Gage
shakes George"

GAGE
On yc,ur f eet " Come on,

(beat )

Grrnm.e a hand with her.

George qets UF, none too stead:_ly. Gage bends to pi.ck up
Eve1yn. George j s vei"y litcle help , if any"

T7 4 ANO'IIIUR ANG]"tr DE SOTO

who has flopped on the floor near the door.

DE SOTO
(into radroI

BattaLion One, Squad Flfty*One.
t/e're goi.ng Lo tr:y tc make it +*o

the el-evatots. Can you come L1p
to us':'

CHIEF ONE (o, s. )

i fi ltered)
Af f :'rmat r\ie r Squad F'if ty-One.

I75 SfXTEENTH FLOOR ELEVATOR BANK

FEATURING Chr-et One on the radro.

CHIEI' ONtr
( rnto radro1

Engl.ne Thrrtlz-Si.x, Battatrion One "
On rhe elevat-or bcard

T76 LOBBY ELEVATOR BANK

L73

l-74

L7s

" l-76

FEATURING Captain Thrrr-y-Six as he crcsses quickly to the
elevator lndicaf-or and scans it" -trurincr thls:

CONTINUED
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L76 CONTINUED
CHIEF ONE (o"s.)

(frltered)
Do we have any el-evators on this

floor ?

CAPTAIN THTRTY-SIX
ilnto radio)

You t l'e got f ive and seven. That ' sf:-rst and third from the north.

L71 SIXTEENTH FLOOR ELEVATOR BANK

CH]EF ONE
{ rnto rad.:.o )

Eng5_ne Thirty-Six.
chi-ef one gestures to two F:-remen, then points to theapproprrate elevator door.

CHiEF ONEpry these two open.

Chref One then turns to the nearest Captain.

CHTEF ONE
A Iadder and ropes up to the next
flocr" And about six men.

As the Capta.in tr"irns to comply

L78 THE OFFiCE

FEATURTNG Desotc and Gage 3S, acc-cmpanied by Georse andcarryi-ng E',Ie1lrn, they h1lrny out cf the cf frce through the
f lames arour:.d the door.

THE CORRJ.DOR

As the two paramedics and the two vict:-ms make their way as
quJ-ckJ-y as posstble rhrough the flames and debr.j_s of thecorri-dor tcward the el-e-:iat.ors.

}BO N]NETEENTH FLOOR STA;RWELL

119

l-16

L77

L78

L79

AS (A

-^- l
Ll>: -

L,ope

c,cmpany of FfREMEN rush *ntc the nineteenth floor
idor, :.dr,anc.Lnq l_ines toward the fire. Stanley hassted in makrng the conneclr on to the standpj-pe. Hez then t urn a\day .

and

180

L
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IB1 THE STAIRWELI.

as Stanley and Lopez hurry down, moving aga:-nst the line of
FIREMEN mcv'ing up.

\82 NINETEENTH FLOOR CORRIDOR

as the F:-remen advance their lines down the corrrdor and
begin playlng wa.ter on the fire.

183 ANOTHER NINTEENTH FLOOR CORRIDOR

FEATURING DeSoto and Gage w:-th George and Evelyn as they
make their way th.rough the corridor to the elevatcr bank"

184 NINETEENTH FLOOB ELEVATOR BANK

as the two paramedrcs lay Evelyn on the floor" George
drops down beside her. DeSoto and Gage turn their attentron
to the elevat,or docrs.

DE SOTO
This -qide. The first cne

The twc pa.ramedS-cs begin trying to pry 3pen the frrst elevator
door on the north side, using wrenches or whatever cther
smal-l- tr:o1s they may carry l-n therr tu-rnout ccats.

]-85 SEVENTEENTH FLOOR ELEVATOR BANK

Where the frrst and thind elevatlr dcors on one side have
been opened by FIREMEN st"anding cn the roofs of the elevators
stopped on the sixteenttr fl-oor. Cther f rremen move onto the
roof s, carrying ropes and l-adde-rs" Slaniey and Lcpez hurry
i-nto the el-er,'atcr b:nk, each cal:ry:-ng spare arr masks.

185 THE ELEVATCR SHAFT

wh:ch i.s fuil- of smoke. Firemen erect iadders frcm the roofs
of the two eleiatcrs agiainst the front of the shaft and start
up with ropes and pry bars. Stanley pushes into the open
door of cne el-errar.or, handing the nearest Fireman the ai:-r
masks he has been carry-i"ng.

STANLEY
Here. Pass these up"

As the F".rremarr *".akes t"he masks and"har,ds rt off to the Fireman
on the "l-add.er'

IB1

LB2

183

184

185

186

L
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187 NINETEENTH FLOOR ELEVATOR BANK

whe e DeSoto and Gage, now :n desperate stra:-ts from the
smoke I a're wcrking tc pry open the elevator doors and
doJ-ng i-ttle more than scratch the meta1, nol havrng the rrghttcol-s" After a mcment, the seccnd door away from tf,em opens,reveaxlng a FIREIvLAN who has reached up and Lrlpped rhe doorrel-ease. Anothen Fi.reman scrambles oif the "l-adaer and ontothe f,.tr ocr "

The Fireman passes an air mask to Gage who grves it to George.The erevator door on whrch the two paramedics had been workingopens, and another FTREMAN emergies from the shaft, carryingan air mask which he Ei-ves tc Gage. other Fi_.remen fo1t6w,"carryl-ng ropes I air masks, etc.

DE SOTC
Take her f i.rst"

The Fj-remen quickly secure the end of a f-i.ne around. Evelynand then prepare to take her dcwn the l_adder. one Fireman
snubs the lzne around h:.s body as a precautton.

188 ELEVATOF SHAFT

AS a Frreman slowJ-y des66nfls the "l-adder, carrying Evelyn.

18 9 NINETEENTH FLOOR ELEV'ATOR BANK

187

18B

189

190

Where George shows e\,iery j-ncl :catron
the l-adder lr.nmed,ia!ely, as best his
alJ-olni " DeS:rt u: i: estr:a in s hrrn.

cf cr-mbI-nq out onto
phys:ca".l- corrdrt'i on wil-I

Cut

As one of the

DE SOTO
it out" You'11 qo next.

F j-reman begins tc ;,:sten a jj_ne arcund George

190 ELEVATOR SHAFT SEVENTEENTH F].OCR

As Evelyn is carried dcwn the racder cn the roof of
t.he el-e',;"atcrs" She then is passed to other FIREMEN
on the rccf-

cne of
stand:-ngr

ELEVATOR SHAFT' - NINETEENTH FIOOR

As George, secured by a l-ine, is guided onto the l_adder.

t_ 91 19I

\r_

GAGE
Give us an air mask

L
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t92 INT. SEVENTEENT}I FLOO}i ELEVA'IOR BAI'I}.

As Evelyn 1s lifted up from the roof of the
passed out to Firemen in the elevator bank.
her away from the elevator bank quickIy....

el-evator
As they

and
carry

L92

193

t.)+

DTSSOLVE TO

By now, all the other civilians have been evacuated from the
roof. Evelyn is lying on the roof, now conscious but sti11
suffering from smoke inhalation. DeSoto and Gage are sitting,
beat, and also suffering from smoke. George sits near Gage.
Stanley and several other Firemen are on the roof. They are
waiting for the helicopter.

EVELYN
Heard the alarm. Smelled smoke.
Hid in a closet.

(beat )

Stupid.

DE SOTO
Take it easy.

Then
EVELYN

tried to run and....

DE SOTO
(cutting in )

Yourre okay now. ftrs all over.

).9 4 ANOTHER ANGLE

as the helicopter can be seen risj-ng and approaching l_n the
b. g.

195 CLOSER ANGLE GEORGE AND GAGE

GEORGE
(low)

I saved her.
hal1. Thatr s

Gage nods perfunctorily.
not a.l-1 that interested

Found her in the
something, isn't it?

He is not feeling too well and is
in any case.

CONTINUED

i}3 EXT. THE ROOF - DAY

L
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195 CONTINUED
GEORGE

That's gotta count.
(beat )

And the other stuff. I was trying
to save it. Thatrs all. Any-
thing else it's your word against
mine.

GAGE
Sure.

i_96 WIDER ANGLE

as the helicopter lands. During this:

STANLEY
Okay Iet's go.

With some assistance, the four get to their feet and move
toward the helicopter.

EVELYN
What time is it?

DE SOTO
A1most twelve-thirty.

EVELYN
Oh, Lordy. Poor Chuck....

L97 EXT. HELICOPTER LANDING SITE . DAY

FEATURING Chuck standing waiting, highly distraught.
turns and looks up and o.s.

198 EXT. ROOF OF BURNING HIGH RISE - CHUCKIS POINT OF VIEW

As the helicopter lifts clear of the roof, out of the plumes
of smoke, and begi-ns flylng TOWARD CAMERA.

FADE OUT

THE END

He

195

196

197

- qi1
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